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World Ocean Day
The Ocean Crisis is a Climate Crisis

Washington, D.C., 08.06.2022, 20:02 Time

USPA NEWS - The health and productivity of our ocean is under threat. Greenhouse gas emissions are making our ocean warmer,
higher, more acidic, and less productive. Meanwhile, illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing is threatening fish stocks and
marine biodiversity, while plastic pollution is choking our ocean.

The ocean crisis is a climate crisis, and the United States is leading the world in efforts to confront these multifaceted threats. We
continue to urge all countries — especially major emitters — whose 2030 Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) targets are not yet
aligned with a 1.5-degree Celsius pathway to increase the ambition of these 2030 targets ahead of COP27. Through President Biden’s
Emergency Plan for Adaptation and Resilience (PREPARE), we are focused on helping more than 500 million people in developing
countries adapt to and manage climate impacts, including ocean-climate impacts. We are also working to leverage the power of ocean-
based climate solutions, including green shipping, to help keep the 1.5-degree Celsius target within reach. For example, we are
working with countries in the International Maritime Organization to adopt a goal of zero emissions from international shipping no later
than 2050 and have announced a Green Shipping Challenge for COP27 to help spur concrete action this decade that will help put the
sector on a credible pathway toward full decarbonization.

The United States co-hosted the Our Ocean Conference with Palau in April 2022, when we announced plans totaling nearly $250
million to combat IUU fishing through policy initiatives, strengthened governance, and innovative forms of monitoring and traceability.
These measures are designed not only to protect marine biodiversity and fish stocks, but also the coastal communities that depend on
them for their livelihoods. We are helping partners and allies implement the Port State Measures Agreement, the first binding
international agreement to specifically target IUU fishing.

The United States is also leading the charge to combat the flow of an estimated 8 to 11 million tons of plastic waste into the ocean
each year. At the second session of the fifth UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi in March 2022, the United States was proud to join
other nations in adopting a resolution launching negotiations on a global agreement on plastic pollution that would address the full
lifecycle of plastics and take an ambitious, innovative, and country-driven approach. Such a global agreement will be a critical step in
cleaning up our ocean and has been hailed as the most important step forward on the environment since the Paris Agreement. As we
work with the rest of the world toward this global agreement, the United States is taking action now to combat plastic pollution—both
domestically and internationally. For example, we are working with other countries to build capacity to improve environmentally-sound
waste management and to reduce the amount of abandoned, lost, or otherwise discarded fishing gear in the ocean.

In the face of these challenges, we must continue to protect and enhance the resilience of fragile marine ecosystems. The United
States has established nearly 1,000 marine protected areas in our ocean, estuaries, coastal waters, and Great Lakes, and we are
continuing to work towards the goal of conserving 30 percent of our land and waters by 2030, as directed by President Biden. We
encourage all countries to take equally ambitious action by committing to conserving or protecting 30 percent of their land and waters
by 2030, including their national ocean waters, by joining the Ocean Conservation Pledge launched at the 2022 Our Ocean
Conference.

Additionally, we look forward to supporting the Eastern Tropical Pacific Marine Corridor, a precedent-setting regional effort created by
the governments of Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Panama. We are also the current chair of the International Coral Reef
Initiative, a unique partnership of governments, international organizations, scientific entities, and non-governmental organizations,
where we are committed to increasing global efforts to protect and restore coral reefs.

We recognize that the decisions we make and the actions we take today will affect the health of our ocean for centuries to come. The
United States will continue our efforts and work with our allies and partners to protect our ocean and secure a better future for the
planet.

Thank you for reading my article. These are merely my thoughts and insights based on the facts. I use only verified sources. No fake
news here. I write about a variety of subjects, mainly things I want to research and know more about. You can check out my website –



Small Village Life at smallvillagelife.com, where I share useful articles and news.

Wendy writes for the United States Press Agency and is a former columnist with the Fulton County Expositor, Wauseon, Ohio.
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